
 

Chair’s Annual Report 2022 
In our last report I commented about global events having a profound impact on our lives.  We were 
then managing the recovery from Covid.  Global events during 2022 have certainly continued to impact 
us, particularly the war in Ukraine and its consequences on the cost of energy.   I imagine our lives will 
continue to be dominated by the wider global context, in particularly the impact of the climate 
emergency on how we live and do business.   

The energy crisis and its cost is here to stay.   We have started tackling this via our mini series of events 
“making sense of the energy crisis.”  The consequences of the climate will also be seen in the 
forthcoming review of the development plan for Cherwell, covering the period to 2040 and set to be 
published as a consultation document early in 2023.  I shall be intrigued to see the extent to which 
our local authority will put energy efficiency and sustainable development front and centre of its plan 
for our localities.  As a Chamber I am keen for us to make our voice heard.   

Over the year we have been strengthening our administration through the appointment of Richard 
Buckley as our coordinator and more recently also with Kelly Frith boosting our capacity, with event 
management.  Our Board has been enhanced bringing us a more diverse and wider set of skills as we 
plan and implement our work as an effective local Chamber.   

With these new appointments we have set out our strategy for the year ahead, with these themes 
taking priority; 

- Supporting our town centre, by complementing the positive work already taking place by the 
Business Improvement District and local Councils.  Chamber members are frequently 
enquiring about the changing nature of our town and whether the resources are present to 
help the town adapt and change as required.   We’ve been delighted by the new cinema, 
entertainment and leisure complex which opened in the Spring and have been giving this our 
full support.  As a Chamber we can draw together the wide range of stakeholders across the 
town – that is one of our strengths - I see this as a key role for us going forward, to help ensure 
the town is well placed to succeed from the growth of wider Banbury.  

- To build on our strong connections with ‘local influencers’ such as our MP, the Town and 
District Council, the Local Enterprise Partnership, and the Bank of England.  These 
relationships enable us to share and connect our members with relevant and influential 
people.  

- To host events relevant to all those playing their part in our diverse local economy.  Banbury 
and its region have an exciting and diverse economy with a wonderful range of business types 
as well as a strong community and charitable sector.   

- Utilise our positive links with local education providers. We have traditionally thought of 
education providers as only for the young but organisations such as Activate, with 
Government and local authority support, are able to offer a variety of learning and training 
opportunities both for those in work and those looking for new opportunities, with many 
options for employers to facilitate the upskilling of their workforce.  

 



 

Highlights of 2022 
 

Our two sessions with Graeme Chaplin, the regional 
Bank of England representative, continued to provide 
support and enable constructive discussion, debate 
and learning about the economic climate.  

 

 

 

 

In July, we have helped coordinate the re-launch of 
Banbury’s business breakfast, a monthly breakfast 
hosted at a different venue, with informal networking 
and speaker.   Speakers have included our local MP, 
Extinction Rebellion, and the Banbury BID.  

 

We continue to showcase the success of our local businesses, 
educators, and community organisations.  The last year has 
included events hosted by Activate Learning, Veeno’s Wine 
Bar, Nicholson’s, Scramm Escape Room and 3 Flavours 
restaurant.  

 

We are a much-
emboldened Board than this time last year.  Despite in April saying 
a happy retirement to long standing Board member Philip Brodey, 
we have welcomed onto the Board four new appointments, each 
keen to play their part.  There remains room for one or two more - 
do let us know if you would be interested in joining us.   

In particular I wish to thank you, each of our 
members for your support and participation within 
the Banbury community.     

Best wishes, Neil Wild 

    

Photos from the top: 1. Bank of England event at First Line; 2. Breakfast event at The Light, September; 3. 
Nicholsons in June and 4. Board Meeting at Bloxham Mill, November.  
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